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PRESIDENT 

Alice Ochla             586-574-9264 
 

VICE-PRESIDENT 
Pat & Bob Buszczak   586-979-1149 
 

SECRETARY 
Christine Morrison      586-725-5616 
 

TREASURER 
Vicki Akins                  586-977-6749 
 

EDUCATION/SK BLDR. 
Audrey Gusmano         586-465-2646 
Barbara Miller              586-979-5892 
 

NEWSLETTER 
Mary Bobrowski          248-375-5539 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
Pat Anderson             586-784-9629 
 

BOARDMEMBERS 
Jean Carter                   248-379-1781 
Pat Ehnis             586-286-5011 
Tess Missant                586-786-9234 
Bonnie Schott             248-853-3980 
Jan Heins                     586-775-1179 
  (past-president) 
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Fern Ameel                   810-326-0965 
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Alice Ochla             586-574-9264 
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Calendar of Events 
   
 2010 

 
 
Mar 13 - GDLA gen’l mtg, Lucky  
 Bucks Day, After Mtg  
 Paint-in w/Mary B 
 
Apr 24 – MI Mixer – hosted by  
 Valley Tole Decorative 
 Artists, Flint, MI 
 
Apr 26 – Bd. Mtg @ Pat & Bob 
 Buszczak’s   7pm 
 
May 13 – GLDA gen’l mtg, 
 Memory Box Paint-in 
 
May 18-22 – SDP Convention 
 Witchita, KS 
 
July 17 – GLDA gen’l mtg,  
 Pot Party Raffle, After Mtg 
 Paint-in w/Judy Ribitch 
 
Aug 9-14 – HOOT Convention 
 Columbus, OH 
 
Sept 18 – GLDA gen’l mtg, 
 Elections,  
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Message from your President 
  
 
Hello Everyone, 
 
A big Thank You is in order to everyone for the successful 
"Silent Auction" we had in January.  The many beautiful 
painted and crafted pieces that were donated along with the 
generous bids from buyers made for a very successful   

    auction.  We can all give ourselves a big hand of applause!  
 
In these cold winter days when we don't have to worry about any outdoor gardening work, we should 
somehow have more time for our painting.  So I hope we are all painting this winter, either alone at home 
or gathering with friends to pass the cold and dark winter days away.  There are a few opportunities 
coming up this spring for some planned painting seminars for us to take advantage of.  First, Audrey will 
organize the in-between, casual painting days on our off meeting months, someplace not too far.  Mary 
Wiseman is doing a day seminar in Livonia on Saturday, April 17th, more information in our newsletter.  
April 24th is the Michigan Mixer by Valley Tole Decorative Artists in Flint with 8 projects offered.  And 
if you don't mind the trip to Wichita, Kansas on May 18-22 there is the National SDP Convention with 
many nationally acclaimed teachers.  So get your brushes ready and make some plans to paint. 
 
This next item is just so you can think about it before our next meeting.  I received an e-mail from a lady 
who would like to have us consider painting a "peace tree" mural on the wall of her son's new school in 
Madison Heights near Royal Oak.  It's a K-8 Montessori program school with a major philosophy of 
"peace".  The wall size is around 10' x 10' and they are open to any ideas.  I let her know it would be 
brought up at our next March 13th meeting to see if anyone would be interested. 
 
Don't forget to bring your lucky charms to our next general meeting on March 13th.  That's when Sandy 
Bonito is organizing our after-meeting "Lucky Bucks Day" so plan on coming, meet with painting friends 
and have some fun!! 
 
See you then, 
            * Board Meeting, Monday, April 26, 2010  7pm at Pat & Bob’s house *  
Alice Ochla     
 
 
 
 
 

It’s official !!!   We’re having another “POT PARTY” 
raffle at the July meeting.  The theme for this year is “live plants”.  Please 
paint an 8 or 10 inch terra cotta pot, with saucer and compliment it with a live 
plant – it could be a plant for outside, a house plant, an herb plant, whatever 
your preference.   So put on your painting hat and get out your green thumb 
and paint a ”plethora of perky posies”.   
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GLDA MARCH GENERAL MEETING 
March 13, 2010 

  
Location:  The Tabernacle Church   
14205 12 Mile Road 
Warren, MI 48093 
Between Schoenherr & Hayes 

 
Coffee:  9:30 AM 
Meeting Begins:  10:00 AM 

 
March Hostesses are:  Jackie Uhrick, Chris Morrison, Sandy Bonito, Carey Butcher, Mary Zabawa, 
Robin Harkless and Darlene Laws.  Thank you, ladies. 

 
Our Celebrity Raffle is a beautiful piece done by Nancy Bateman.  This piece is exquisite and would look 
wonderful in anybody’s home. 

 
Thank you Audrey Gusmano for arranging such a great paint-in day on February 13.  We met at the Mt. 
Clemens Library and had a fun day of painting, laughter and good old fashioned bonding.  Hope more of 
you can join us at our next get-together.   This is free to anyone who loves to paint and have fun. 

 
Everyone ready for Bingo?  Remember March is Bingo month…looking forward to all the great prizes.  
Hope I win something. 
 
AFTER MEETING PAINT-IN – Mary Bobrowski will be teaching a very 
quick & fun project after Lucky Bucks Bingo.  It is a cute gift bag with 
yellow daisies – “Think Spring”.   The surface cost is $2.50 and also the 
$2.50 after meeting paint-in fee.  Please bring the following items: 

• #4 round and #0 liner (McNaughton brushes, if you have them) 
• DecoArt paint -  Pineapple, Honey Brown, Burnt Sienna, 

Traditional Burnt Umber, Celery Green and Light Avocado 
• McNaughton extender (if you already have it) 
• Wet palette (if you have one) 
• Your usual painting supplies 

  (don’t go out & buy something if you don’t have it, we can share) 
 

 
Don’t forget your painted memory boxes and a dish to pass for lunch 
 
Bob & Pat Buszczak 
Vice-Presidents               Things to bring to the March meeting: 

• Small lunch dish (no breakfast) 
• Name Badge 
• Show & Tell 
• Memory Box 
• Painting supplies to stay & paint 
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SECRETARY NOTES ~~~~ GLDA General Meeting January 16, 2010 
Respectfully submitted by Secretary Chris Morrison 
 
Meeting was called to order at 10:07 by President Alice Ochla, Vice-President Pat Buszczak led the 
members in prayer.  Minutes were accepted as published in last newsletter. 
 
VICE-PRESIDENT’S REPORT - Pat Buszczak 
Sign up sheet passed around asking for hostesses for the March meeting.  Pat also asked for volunteers to 
lead after meeting paint-ins.  Today’s paint in was taught by Connie Korach and was a design by Shara 
Reiner. 
 
The March meeting will be held on March 13th as the Church is not available on our regular meeting week 
and this will be our BINGO meeting. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT - Report by Vicki Akins 
Checking: $2,357.32 
Savings: $5610.63 
Grand Total: $7,967.95 
 
MEMBERSHIP  - Report Given by Pat Anderson. 
Club presently has 61 members 
 
MEMORY BOXES - Mary Bobrowski thanked members for donations and brought some extra boxes to 
meeting for members to take home to paint. 
 
Newsletter deadline will be February 15 
Leona Ferranti needs condolence cards.  Her address is 33151 Klein Ave.,, Fraser, Mi, 48026. 
  
EDUCATION/SKILL BUILDER - Audrey Gusmano explained that there will be a Paint-In at the Mt. 
Clemens library on Saturday, February 13 from 9 A.M.-3:30 P.M. 
Audrey brought photos and patterns that people could use with surface of their choice at the paint-in.  
Members need to bring their own paints and can work on whatever project they choose. 
Audrey  is working on lining up teachers for future seminars and will report on her progress at the March 
meeting. 
Audrey collected $100 for Turning Point. 
 
Jan Heins brought shirts ordered by members. 
Darlene Laws stated that she had decided on a theme for the 2010 Christmas Party which will be 
snowmen /The location has not been decided on yet. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Dawn Schachinger talked about the Michigan Mixer which will be held in Flint on April 24.  There will 
be 8 classes for attendees to choose from. 
Peggy Zuehlk told members there will be a Michigan Gourd festival in Imlay City in September. 
 
Members showed off their beautiful pieces for Show and Tell. 
 
Pat Anderson was the lucky winner of the Paint To Win raffle. 
 
Meeting adjourned 11:10 a.m 
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Education/Painting News…. 
  
 
Our first "Paint for Fun Day" was held on Saturday, February 13th at the Mount 
Clemens Library.  From everyone's reactions and several emails, "A good time was 
had by all!"  In a stress free atmosphere, 16 members and a guest spent the day 
painting on their own, sometimes sharing ideas and giving helpful hints to others.  
Also, we got to know each other more and probably had a dose of mental health 
therapy to add to the mix.... Plus, it was cost free...Yippee! 
  
I've fortunately been able to book the library for the rest of 2010 on alternate months from our club 
meeting dates.  The upcoming Saturday dates are: 
APRIL 15th:  9 am to 3:30 pm  (We will be in a smaller Conference room this day that can accommodate 
only 20 people.  Please sign up at the March meeting and plan on painting on something small.) 
JUNE 12th:  Summer hours in effect...  9 am to 1 pm.   (Large Community room.)  
August 28th:  9 am to 1 pm  (Large Community room.) 
The June and August dates can possibly be used for painting the large burlap peanut sacks with the 
scarecrow and/or a snowman pattern.  We have Sam Farah and her daughter in law to thank for providing 
enough of the sacks for every member of GLDA and enough space available at the library to 
accommodate working on them.  
OCTOBER 2nd:  9 am to 3:30 pm  (Large Community room.)   This will be either a paint for fun day or 
possibly a Seminar day.  Details to be announced. 
  
With your help and support, I am working on and thank you for your suggestions for possible seminars.  I 
am evaluating the cost factors and the interest levels for you and for our entire membership.  I will out of 
state at the March meeting day, but Sam Farah will handle the Education portion of the meeting for me... 
Thanks Sam!      Wishing you all a Happy Easter, Happy Spring and Happy Painting,    
 
Hugs, Audrey Gusmano 
WorksofAud@wowway.com 
 
 

 
 
SUNSHINE  

 
 ~ Sympathy to Jackie Sisak who’s husband passed away 
 ~ Thinking of You to Leona Ferranti 
 ~ With sadness we bit farewell to a former member – Sydney Tomlinson 

who passed away Feb 9, 2010.  Many of you may remember Sydney and her beautiful home on the water 
that she so graciously opened to our chapter for the pig roast and picnic that we held back in 2006.  If you 
would like to sent a card to Sydney’s family the address is:  38680 Lakeshore, Harrison Twp., MI   48045  
 
Fern Ameel is our Sunshine Officer.  Please let her know if there are any members who are in need of get well 
messages or sympathy.  You may contact her via email at fern@dameel.com or phone her at (810)326-0965 

 
Sunshine Tidbit – when mailing a card to someone in the hospital and you’re not sure how long they will be there 
or if they may have already left - use the person’s home mailing address as the return address instead of yours.  
When the card goes back to the post office to be returned, it will go the person’s home. 

mailto:WorksofAud@wowway.com
mailto:fern@dameel.com
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GLDA Chapter Community Service Project. . . 
Once again I will be walking in the Relay For Life, on May 15-16 in Romeo, 
benefiting the American Cancer Society. Last year I hosted a 2 day paint-in at 
my home and we were able to finish 72 pavers which we sold for $20. each at 
the event. We have decided to do it again this year on Friday April 9 and 
Saturday April 10 from 10am to 6pm. Lunch and refreshments will be served 
throughout the day and we promise a good time. Volunteering for this project is 
a wonderful way to help GLDA fulfill their Service Project for National 

Accreditation. Paints and patterns and the KILZ basecoated paver bricks will all be supplied. We will 
have stations set up with everything you need to just sit down and start painting. If possible please bring 
your water containers, old brushes and palettes with you. We expect a few non painters to join us and 
hopefully they'll have so much fun that they will just have to join our club! Try to bring a friend along 
even if it just to basecoat because every little bit of help counts. 
  
If you have any bottles of patio paint that you would like to donate it would help keep our costs down. If 
so, bring them to the March meeting so I can take inventory. Your generosity of time and talent is so 
greatly appreciated. We will also be selling blank pavers for $2. each that day if anyone is interested in 
purchasing them for their own use. They will be clean but not basecoated. If you call ahead I will be sure 
to have enough set aside for you.   Please join us... 
  
Sam Farah's Paint In 
38147 Huron Pointe Drive 
Harrison Twp, MI   
586-465-3551 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
           

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

~Paid advertisement ~ 
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The following members donated boxes at the Jan. meeting:   
Pam Foytack (3) Mary Wiseman Connie Korach Sam Farah 
Bonnie Schott  Robin Harkless (2) Eileen Carroll  Bob Buszczak 
Pat Buszczak  Alice Ochla  Pat Anderson  Mary Ellen Heins 
Chris Morrison Jackie Uhrick 

Boxes were mailed in January to: 
Woodhull Medical & Mental Health Center, Brooklyn, NY 
Einstein Hospital, Bronx, NY 

A donation received for Christmas 2009 
In memory of Wyman Mitchell MacLeod and what should have been his 7th Christmas. 
In Peace, 
Dawn & Mike MacLeod 

Paint-in after the May Meeting –  
I will be passing around a sign-up sheet at the March meeting to get a count who will stay to paint 
so that there will be enough boxes prepped and ready to paint J  

Guidelines:   
- Per our usual tradition we will have a May after meeting paint-in.  GLDA will provide all boxes. 
- Throughout the year, if you have additional painted boxes, I will be happy to collect them at  

meetings and ship them.   
Thank you everyone for your time and talent ! ♥Mary B. 

 
 

 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to you…  
 

MARCH         APRIL 
 

03 – Ruth Gusta   03 – Paula Mugerian 
   04 – Diana Winn   12 -  Liz Stabler 
   06 – Pat Ehnis   24 – Mary Bobrowski 
   09 – Carla Dinkins   24 – Pat Buszczak 
   10 – Mary Ellen Heins  26 – Fern Ameel 
   15 – Theresa Missant  26 – Donna Schalk 
   19 – Joann Schoenbeck   
   27 – Carolyn Reinhardt   
   31 – Bob Buszczak 
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Village Painters is Delighted to Present 

Mary Wiseman     Saturday, April 17, 2010 
 

 

       

            SWEET PANSY 
       
 
 
 
 
 
Please remember that all  fees are non-refundable.  A 

waiting list will be maintained.  
 If you cannot attend contact Karen Schultz @ 734-718-3804 or  kaho@umich.edu   
Visit  www.villagepainters.net for updated info.  Please contact Karen with any questions. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Mary Wiseman Seminar – Saturday, April 17, 2010 
 
Name________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address 
__________________________________________City___________________Zip___________ 
 
Phone ___________________________ E-mail ______________________________________________ 
 
Members:  $25.00       
Non-Members: $30.00 after 12/31/09 
Surface Fee: $9.00      Total enclosed:  _______________________  
For education use only: 
Payment received on:__________________         
 
Amount received: _____________________         How Paid (include check #)  __________________ 

When:   Saturday, April 17, 2010 
 
Where: Livonia Senior Center 
  15218 Farmington Rd.  
  Livonia, MI 
 
Time:  9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
  Pot-luck lunch – please 
  bring a dish to pass. 
  Beverages provided. 
 
Cost:   $25.00 for members 
  $30.00 for non-members 
    
Surface Fee:  $9.00 for the primed  
metal scalloped edge plate. It is 7.5” 
from outside to outside edge of scallop. 
 
Registration Deadline: 12/31/09 then 
open to non-members @ $30.00 

       
Mail to:   Karen Schultz 

45944 Green Valley 
Plymouth, MI 48170 

 

Surfaces will need to be ordered by January 8, 2010 so 
that they will be available to pick up at the February 4th 

Village Painters Meeting. Patterns and prep instructions 
will also be available then. 

mailto:kaho@umich.edu
http://www.villagepainters.net
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ARTISTS  SPOTLIGHT          
 
By Eileen Carroll   

    PAT ANDERSON 
 
Pat was born in Mt. Clemens and later moved to Armada.  She 
is married and has one daughter, four grandchildren, and three 
great grandchildren. 
Pat began painting when she retired fourteen years ago.  Her 
sister Gina gave her a few lessons.  When Pat asked to paint 
flowers, Gina told her to go elsewhere for lessons.  So Pat 
began lessons with Ramona Hill at Country Traditions in 
Romeo.  She currently takes classes with Mary Wiseman.  Her 
favorite medium is acrylics.  She did try painting with water 
colors.  She enjoys painting on wood best.  Her favorite 
projects are a glass jar that she painted a barn scène on.  She 
also favors a wooden plate with a Rebecca Baer magnolia on it.   
 
During classes with Ramona Hill, I met Pat and suggested that 
she come to a GLDA meeting.   She came as my guest and 
joined us because she enjoyed herself.  Pat has held office for 
GLDA as a Board Member and now she is in charge of 

membership.  She also volunteered to be the club photographer for a while. 
Pat paints for herself and to give as gifts to her family.  Every Christmas she paints ornaments for them.  
This year she painted twenty nine ornaments.   
 
  

 
Jean Carter  
Jean was born in North Carolina.  When she was one year old her family moved to Michigan, She has 
lived for the past six years in Shelby Township. Jean is retired from Ford Motor Co. She has one daughter 
and one grandson who she loves to death. 
 
Jean got interested in painting when her friend, Mary Jane Wells gave her a wooden clock and light house 
to paint for a birthday gift  She began painting with her sister, Sharon at Sharon's house back in 2003.  
She joined GLDA in 2004 in order to paint at the Michigan Mixer and attend some beginner classes.  Due 
to her work schedule, she wasn't able to attend many meetings.  Now that she is retired from work she has 
more time to spend painting. She enjoys painting on glass and lately, glass blocks.  Christmas ornaments 
are one of her favorite items to paint.  She paints mostly for herself, but has painted many Christmas gifts 
for her large family. 
 
Jean likes painting with acrylic paints best.  Yet, she enjoyed doing an oil painting with only a pallet 
knife.  Another favorite is a heart shaped plate that she painted a rose on with Mary Wiseman.   
 
Since retiring, Jean keeps herself busy with working out three times a week and watching her grandson in 
the summer during school recess.  She also attends his soccer games.  Recently she obtained a new 
puppy.  A Bichon Maltese Pom that is all white and weights about fifteen pounds whose name is Manny.  
Manny is seven moths old.  Jean has also joined the board for GLDA this year, She wanted to get 
involved with her friend Tess in GLDA.  They wanted to get more involved with our club. 
 



“A Magical Mystical Masquerade”     
25th Annual Michigan Mixer  
Saturday, April 24, 2010 -    8:30 a.m.  til 4 p.m. 
Hope United Methodist Church 
 4467 Beecher Road – Flint, Michigan 
Hosted by the Wizards and Witches of 
Valley Tole & Decorative Painters of Michigan, Inc. 
www.valleytole.com Registration begins: February 2, 2010 

 
The first Michigan Mixer was held in 1985.  This is a great day of sharing and painting for all members of the Michigan painting chapters. 

Please join us for a fun filled day full of all things magical and mystical. 
 
Mixer Activities    
ü Quilt, Chair & Bench Raffle All beautifully hand painted items – tickets $1.00 each 
ü Mini Raffle   We will be painting and donating magical pieces for your enjoyment 
ü Door Prizes   All who attend the mixer will have the opportunity to win 
ü Show & Tell Art Show  All chapter members are strongly encouraged to bring a treasure to show 
ü Costume Parade  Don your magical and mystical best and join in the fun 
 

Class size is limited so register early!!!   Class Projects can also be viewed at:    www.valleytole.com 
 
Project   Medium  Teacher   Fee (payable to the teacher) 
Glass Bunny Block  Acrylic   Kim Eash   $28.00 incl glass block, stand, light socket & choice of fabric 

Monarchs In Flight Pencil Box Acrylic   Ann Fogg   $12.00 all materials included 
Natures Magic   Colored Pencil  Joni Kesky   $14.00 w/o pencils - $32.00 w/pencils 

A list of pencils will be supplied w/confirmation 
Winter Delight   Multi Media/Watercolor  Cheri Marchok   $15.00 includes frame 
Poppies & Daisies  Watercolor  Dawn Schachinger  $12.00 mat not included 
Bird House   Multi Media/Acrylic Ruth Ann Schwarz  $15.00 all materials included 
Wood Rose   Acrylic   Sally Thirjung   $14.00 all materials included 
Butterflies    Watercolor  Wendy Willihnganz  $17.00 includes mat 

       
Please include a check payable ($25.00) to:   VALLEY TOLE and a stamped, self addressed business envelope.  

 An instruction sheet with any special supplies required for your class will be returned along with confirmation of your 
class assignment.  Deadline Date:  April 7, 2010 

 
 

 (Cut along the dotted line and mail in the bottom portion with your payment) 
"------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
PLEASE PRINT 
 
Name_______________________________________________________  Phone #______________________ 
 
Address________________________________________________City________________State____Zip______________ 
 
Chapter or Group Affiliation (s):_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
          Mail Registration to: Jo Bowman 
             8142 Jordan Rd 
1st Choice Project Name:___________________________________  810-694-1791   Grand Blanc, MI 48439 
2nd Choice Project Name:___________________________________  Registration Fee: $25.00  
3rd Choice Project Name:________________________________  Deadline Date: April 7, 2010 
 

 (maps will be included with registration confirmation)  

 

http://www.valleytole.com
http://www.valleytole.com
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2010 GREAT LAKES DECORATIVE 
ARTISTS MEMBERSHIP 

NAME: ____________________________________________________ 
  Last   First   Middle 
 
PHONE (         )___________   Cell # (       )                                        
      
ADDRESS__________________________________________________ 
   
CITY_______________________STATE______  ZIP___________  
  
 COUNTRY___________________E-MAIL____________________ 
   (If not USA)      
BIRTHDATE: MONTH____________DAY___________ 
 
SDP# ________YEAR  JOINED GLDA_______NEW____RENEWAL____ 

CHECK ALL THAT APPLY: 
___STUDENT 
___TEACHER 
___SHOP OWNER 
 

___CDA 
___MDA 
___ASSOCIATE 
 

___OILS 
___ACRYLICS 
___WATERCOLOR 
 

___BEGINNER 
___INTERMEDIATE 
___ADVANCED

  I give my permission to print my pictures and address/phone numbers for the member directory, newsletter and website.     
 
FEE:  INDIVIDUAL - $15.00  FAMILY - $20.00  Make check payable to GLDA 
Please enclose a copy of your 2010 SDP Membership Card  (if paying in person, show your card to Pat) 
SEND TO:    Pat Anderson     73710 Floral     Armada, MI   48005 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Mary Bobrowski 
GLDA NEWSLETTER 
375 Huntington Ct. 
Rochester Hills, MI   48307  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GREAT LAKES DECORATIVE ARTISTS       
gldaartists@aol.com        
www.greatlakesdecorativeartists.com 

mailto:gldaartists@aol.com
http://www.greatlakesdecorativeartists.com

